The Stability of Infant Preferences for Socially Based Attention: Observational, Experimental and

Longitudinal Analyses
Kate Ellis-Davies!’ Elena Sakkalou, Nia Fowler, Elma Hilbrink, Merideth Gattis® UNIVERSITY

‘Cardiff University, Wales
EllisKG@Cardiff.ac.uk CA RDYD

Background

The current study aims to explore the stability of social preferences across time and context using mother-infant interactions, experimental tasks and parental reports.

Participants
39 mothers were recruited during the last trimester of pregnancy for the First Steps Longitudinal Study. All participants were singletons and born at term

Measures Results

Infant Engagement at 2 Months Time Spent in Engagement States During Interactions at 2 Months
Adapted Bakeman & Adamson (1984)
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The results suggest that: © J

* The social preferences of infants are both stable across time and context, supporting infant preference as a predictor for orienting responses.
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